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Lawmakers consider strengthening
California Coastal Commission's
authority

Proposed bill would allow the Commission to fine those who violate the
state's Coastal Act without pursuing enforcement through the state's
court system.
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California lawmakers may consider a bill to
increase the powerful Coastal Commission's
authoritative rights, including on cases of
public beach access that often pop up in
Malibu.
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. . . The bill, AB 976, would make it easier for the
Paradise Cove in Malibu Commission to fine property owners found to
be in violation of the California Coastal Act.
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If this new bill is approved by lawmakers, the
Coastal Commission would be able to
impose fines and issue holds without being
bogged down by California's crowded court
system. Before issuing those repercussions,
the Commission would have to hold a public
hearing and reach a majority vote against
violators. Fees levied, however, could not
exceed three-quarters of damages that would have been pursued in court. Any money
collected by the Commission would go into the Coastal Act Services Fund.
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Assembly Majority Leader Toni Atkins (D-San Diego) authored the bill and said the
Commission has more than 1,800 ongoing cases of alleged violations, but has only pursued
four of them in court in the last 10 years.

One of those cases was against Malibu homeowner Lisette Ackerberg. In 2012, a Court of

Appeals decision upheld a lower court’s ruling in favor of the California Coastal

Commission, which originally ordered Ackerberg to remove a 9-foot-high wall and other

obstacles next to her Carbon Beach property in 2009. Earlier this year Ackerberg finalized

an agreement with the Commission, agreeing pay more than $1 million in fines and build a «
public access route.

The state's Natural Resources Committee gave the OK to the bill Tuesday. But the road to Po
approval is a long one. The Assembly Judiciary and Appropriations Committees must issue

its stamp of approval for the bill to head to the Assembly floor for majority support, and

eventually State Senate.

Discuss Share Print

Posted in News, Local on Thursday, April 4, 2013 9:00 am. Updated: 9:02 am. | Tags:  California Coastal Commission,

California State Assembly

http://www.malibutimes.com/news/article 590018fa-9d3a-11e2-af64-001a4bcf887a.html 4/23/2013



Lawmakers consider strengthening California Coastal Commission's authority - Malibu T... Page 3 of 5

Welcome to the discussion.

Screen Name or Email

Password

Forgot? Ho

Login

Need an account? Create one now.

$1

http://www.malibutimes.com/news/article 590018fa-9d3a-11e2-af64-001a4bcf887a.html 4/23/2013



Lawmakers consider strengthening California Coastal Commission's authority - Malibu T... Page 4 of 5

Tue
NATURAL
CHOICF

http://www.malibutimes.com/news/article 590018fa-9d3a-11e2-af64-001a4bcf887a.html 4/23/2013



Lawmakers consider strengthening California Coastal Commission's authority - Malibu T... Page 5 of 5
WHEN BUYING, SELLING
OR TRADING
IS
L J
precious.
Antigue Platimm Digmond ring, Circa: 1920,
Price available upon requrest,
o]
Estate Diamond Exchange
5017 Kanan Road, Agoura Hills, CA 91301
{Kanan Road at the 101)
yournextdiamond.com
(818) 865-8160
Sections Services Contact us Search
Home About Us malibutimes.com
Community Contact Us
Malibu Life Advertise The Mailbu Times
News Subscription Services Phone number: 310-456-5507 Search in:
Sports Submission Forms E-mail-
Opinion Site Index . . . All
Obituaries Add Search Toolbar webeditor@malibutimes.com |:| News
Entertainment Address: 3864 Las Flores Canyon [] Sports
Photos Road [] Entertainr
Videos Malibu, CA 90265
Online Features
Weather

© Copyright 2013, Malibu Times, Malibu, CA. Powered by BLOX Content Management System from TownNews.com.

http://www.malibutimes.com/news/article 590018fa-9d3a-11e2-af64-001a4bcf887a.html

4/23/2013



